Ethics Outside of a Classroom

Quarter 2 Project -- Christian Ethics
Mr. Sanchez

EthicsisLife

Understanding ethics is more than just readingrechwf dead guys and talking about what they thbagbut
life. The primary purpose of studying ethics ahidgsophy is to help you begin to search for thuhtrand to
take seriously the claim that history makes on vih&tue about life--your life! In particular, eh€stian
understanding of ethics begins from the concreperence of a life lived in relationship to thetbrand
meaning of life. As we begin to look at Christethics, we must be careful to understand that Gdunisy
assumes as a premise the fact that everything$asurce and meaning in the Truth which is Godvainidh
became incarnate in the person of Jesus Christe Hre to seriously look at Ethics from a Christiéewpoint,
we must begin to examine the relationship of Ethoosur life in all its aspects. The classroomansartificial
experience because it does not bring together thiegywe are unless we allow it to do so. The airthis
project is precisely to push ourselves beyond thests and to try to understand what we find wivesndo
this.

In order to take the discussion of ethics beyordctinfines of our classroom, this project is desiyio bring
together the life that you have outside of schath we life you have inside of school and to sématwmpact
they have on each other. The experience of tliggris meant to be a little discomforting. Yae aeing
asked to invite your classmates and teacher intio ffe and to invite your family and friends inyour
classroom. Unfortunately, our experience of lf@ibit dualistic, that is, divided. We live onaynn one
place, and a different way in another. We havepantmentalized lives in which the "me" that exastschool
is separate from the "me" that lives with my frienthe "me" that lives with my family, or the "mi#iat lives at
work. The Christian is not a conglomeration of "syferather he is a person who is engaged in vartiomgs
(family, friendships, schools, jobs) all for therpase of coming to know and understanding the nmgpaii life,
that is, of Christ. In the attempt to strike asttiualism | am inviting you to risk the adventofesomething
new, different, and a little bit disconcerting. erhope is that you will discover something greahis.

Your project for the 2nd quarter is to organizaszdssion outside of the classroom on an ethieh&found
in literature. You are being challenged to do thian adult way, that is, to think about how asluwbuld
organize something like this and venture to make giscussion anature expression of human life. The
suggested idea is a discussion over dinner or sbhee meal. Christians have, for millennia, apphel
discussion, education, correction, and exploraticcommon familiar meals. The mass was born imsuc
context, and meals have been important in Chridifiafecause they are an imitation of the way flesus
gathered with his disciples. Still, the discusstan take many different shapes, the "how" is sotrgoortant
as the "why" or the "what" but, it is through thaythat we approach hosting this discussion thabegn to
understand what it's all about.

What follows is an attempt to outline the requiremseof the project, and to allow you the freedorddadt in a
way that best fits your attempt to live a maturpregsion of your humanity.



Requirements

1. Inagroup of 3-5 students (which can be fy@ur class or students in another one of Mr. Sazishigthics
classes) you must choose, discuss within your sgnalip, and understand together a piece of litezdtom
the list provided. A brief 1 paragraph essay stidn@ prepared by each student highlighting the mantepts
of the story, the ethical themes that are presetiteoethical questions it raises, and how youlsege themes
present in the current culture/society that yoa liv. It is important here that you highlight wéaén your
experience you have had to deal with a similar gore®r how a question might be considered by your
peers/community.

2. You must host a discussion on the piece efditire and the ethical themes it raises in a gootgide of
your classroom and small group. Each of you nuaste at |east one person. Your invitees must include
someone that would represent the following grougs(mature) adult, a person of the opposite gerdeeer
not from DeMatha, and another member of the DeMeatimamunity not in Mr. Sanchez's Ethics classes.
**Please note that one person might fulfill sevexfithese roles, you do not have to find a diffégerson from
each group. All of these are negotiable EXCEPTpiiesence of another adult.**

3. Your invitations to this discussion must barfal, written invitations requesting an RSVP. Yahould do
everything possible to ensure that on the day@fiiecussion each of you has a guest present. akonot to
invite people casually to join you. The care attdrdgion you take for your guests is a sign ofgagousness
that you approach your project with and the valugoor guests. You should take care to ensureeteaty
guest feels that they have been considered thaulyhgihd are going to be an important part of ttleewakssion.
You should share with them the short story and erage them to read it and think about it aheadw@#.t The
invitations you choose to make for your guests rhasncluded in your final project portfolio.

4. As indicated above, this discussion would ligdze held over some type of meal. The elaboedsrof the
meal is not relevant. You can do a simple coffeeid or a formal dinner. Your creativity is encaged here,
and you are not being evaluated on what you sdfmvever, you are being evaluated on what kindaoé you
give to the event. You are all gentlemen and sespbhnd as such gentlemen it is imporant that shoancern
for hosting your guests and providing them someeséiments. You want to take care that the entieatds
planned and well taken care of. You should puétiogr a planning sheet (what your group is plantorgut
together for the event) that will be included iruy@roject portfolio.

5. You are responsible for the discussion. iingortant that all members of your group contrébtat the
discussion and are ready with provocative questidess, or comments that can help the conversatany.
You should think about how you will help to inclugeur guests in the conversation if they are reticend do
your best to make everyone feel relaxed and indude

6. You should thank your guests formally for thmrticipation in your project and a copy yourrtkeg/ou
note should be included in your project portfolio.

7. Each member of your group should write a cagepreflection on the project sharing what you have
learned, what value you think the project was fyim communicate, and what role you think thatczthi
discourse has in community life.

** |f for any reason you cannot participate in tpimject you may choose an alternative writing@ssient.
Please make an appointment with Mr. Sanchez tasksihis and agree to the assignment and respectéve
date.



